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not be forgotten, that whatever serves to indicate

the character, serves also to confirm the existence,

of the Divine Being. For this character, whose

signatures are impressed on Nature, is not an

abstraction, but must have residence in a concrete

and substantive Being, who hath communicated a

transcript of Himself to the workmanship of His

own hands. It is thus, that, although in our

assigned department there is greater poverty of

evidence for a God, in as far as that evidence is

grounded on a skilful disposition of parts,-yet,

in respect of another kind of evidence, there is no

such poverty; for, greatly more replete as we hold

our special department to be with the unequivocal

tokens of a moral character, we, by that simple

but strong ligament of proof which connects a

character with an existence, can, in the study of

mind alone, find a firm stepping-stone to the exist

ence of a God. Our universe is sometimes termed

the mirror of Him who made it. But the optical

reflection, whatever it may be, must be held as

indicating the reality which gave it birth; and,

whether we discern there the expression of a reign

ing benevolence, or a reigning justice, these must

not be dealt with as the aerial or the fanciful per

sonifications of qualities alone, but as the substan

tial evidences of a just and benevolent, and, withal,

a living God.

26. But, in the prosecution of our assigned

task, we shall, after all, meet with much of that
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