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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 57

man, that whereas the evidence is more rich and
manifold in the bodily structure itself, than even in
its complex and numerous adaptations to the outer
world*—the like evidence, in our peculiar depart-
ment, is meagre, as ‘afforded by the subjective
mind, when compared with the evidence of its
various adjustments and fitnesses to the objective
universe around it, whether of man’s moral con-
stitution to the state of human society, or of his
intellectual to the various objects of physical in-
vestigation.

27. The great object of philosophy is to ascer-
tain the simple or ultimate principles, into which
all the phenomena of nature may by analysis be
resolved. But it often happens that in this attempt
she stops short at a secondary law, which might
be demonstrated by further analysis to be itself a
complex derivative of the primitive or elementary
laws. Until this work of analysis be completed,
‘we shall often mistake what is compound for what
is simple, both in the philosophy of mind and the
philosophy of matter—being frequently exposed
to intractable substances or intractable phenomena
in both, which long withstand every effort that
science makes for their decomposition. Itis thus
that the time is not yet come, and may never come,

* Yet Paley has a most interesting chapter on the adaptations
of external pature to the human framework, though the main
strength and copiousness of his argument lie in the anatomy of

the framework itseif.
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