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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 59

have ascribed this wholesome agitation of the sea
and of the atmosphere to a distinct power or prin-
ciple in nature—affording the distinct indication
of both a kind and intelligent Creator. Now this
inference is not annihilated—it is not even en-
feebled by the discovery in question ; for although
the good arising from tides in the ocean and tides
in the air, is not referable to a peculiar law—it is
at least referable to a peculiar collocation. And
this holds of all the useful secondary laws in the
material world. If they cannot be alleged in evi-
dence for the number of beneficial principles in
nature—they can at least be alleged in evidence
for the number of nature’s beneficial arrangements.
If they do not attest the multitude of useful pro-
perties, they at the least attest the multitude of
useful parts in nature—and the skill, guided by
benevolence, which has been put forth in the dis-
tribution of them. So thatlong ere the philosophy
of matter is perfected, or all its phenomena and
its secondary laws have been resolved into their
original and constituent principles—may we, in
their obvious and immediate utility alone, detect
as many separate evidences in nature as there are
separate facts in nature, for a wise and benevolent
Deity.

28. And the same will be found true of the
secondary laws in the mental world, which, if not
as many distinct beneficial principles in the con-
stitution of the mind, are the effect of as many
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