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tractable as to put an absolute limit on any fur-.
ther simplification, or as to create an absolute ne-
cessity for all the manifold contrivance which had
been expended on it. When this idea predomi-
nates in the mind—then all the complexity which
we may behold does not reduce our admiration of
the: artist, but rather deepens the sense that we
have, both of the reconditeness of his wisdom, and
of the wondrous vastness and variety of his re-
sources. It is the extreme wideness of the con-
trast, between the sluggishness of matter and the
fineness of the results in physiology, which so en-
hances our veneration for the great Architect of
Nature, when we behold the exquisite organiza-
tions of the animal and vegetable kingdoms.* The
two exhibitions are wholly distinct from each other
—yet each of them may be perfect in its own way.
The first is held forth to us, when one law of per-
vading generality is found to scatter a myriad of
beneficent consequences in its train. The second
is held forth, when, by an infinite complexity of
means, a countless variety of expedients, with their
multiform combinations, some one design, such as
the upholding of life in plants or animals, is ac-
complished. Creation presents us in marvellous
profusion with specimens of both these—at once
confirming the doctrine, and illustrating the signifi-

* Dr. Paley would state the problem thus: The laws of
matter being given, so to organize it, as that it shall produce or
sustain the phenomena, whether of vegetation or of life.
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