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of parts in the anatomy, and of processes in the

physiology, of this marvellous system. What a

medley, we had almost said, what a package of

contents. What an unwearied play of secretions,

and circulations, and other changes incessant and

innumerable. In short, what a laborious compli

cation; and all to uphold a living principle, which,

one might think, could by a simple fiat of omnipo

tence, have sprung forth at once from the. great

source and centre of the spiritual system, and

mingled with the world of spirits-just as each

new particle of light is sent forth by the emanation

of a sunbeam, t? play and glisten among fields of

radiance.

81. But to recall ourselves from this digression

among the possibilities of what might have been,

to the realities of the mental system, such as it

actually is. Ere we bring the very general obser

vations of this chapter to a close, we would briefly

notice an analogy between the realities of the

mental and those of the corporeal system. The

inquirers into the latter have found it of substantial

benefit to their science, to have mixed up with the

prosecution of it a reference to final causes. Their

reasoning on the likely uses of a part in anatomy,

has, in some instances, suggested or served as a

guide to speculations, which have been at length

verified by a discovery. We believe, in like man

ner, that reasoning on the likely or obvious uses

of a principle in the constitution of the human
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