http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/Bridgewater-Treatises/index.html
68 INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER.

mind, might lead, if not to the discovery, at least
to the confirmation of important truth—not per-
haps in the science itself, but in certain of the
cognate sciences which stand in no very distant
relation to it. For example, we think it should
rectify certain errors which have been committed
both in jurisprudence and political economy, if it
can be demonstrated that some of the undoubted
laws of human nature are traversed by them; and
so, that violence is thereby done to the obvious
designs of the Author of Nature. We shall not
hold it out of place, though we notice one or two
of these instances, by which it might be seen that
the mental philosophy, when studied in connection
with the palpable views of Him by whom all its
principles and processes were ordained, is fitted to
enlighten the practice of legislation, and more
especially to determine the wisdom of certain
arrangements which have for their object the
economic wellbeing of society.

32. We feel the arduousness of our peculiar
task, and the feeling is not at all alleviated by our
sense of its surpassing dignity. The superiority of
mind to matter has often been the theme of elo-
quence to moralists. For what were all the won-
ders of the latter and all its glories, without a
spectator mind that could intelligently view and
that could tastefully admire them? Let every
eye be irrevocably closed, and this were equivalent
to the entire annihilation in nature of the element
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