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effective voice than the small still voice of con

science. They have the might, but not the right.

Conscience, on the other hand, is felt to have the

right, though not the might,-.the legislative office

being that which properly belongs to her, though

the executive power should be wanting to enforce

her enactments. It is not the reigning but the

rightful authority of conscience that we, under

the name of her supremacy, contend for; or, rather

the fact that, by the consent of all our higher

principles and feelings, this rightful authority is

reputed to be hers; and, by the general concur

rence of mankind awarded to her.

6. And here it is of capital importance to dis

tinguish between an original and proper tendency,

and a subsequent aberration. This has been well

illustrated by the regulator of a watch, whose

office and primary design, and that obviously an

nounced by the relation in which it stands to the

other parts of the machinery, is to control the

velocity of its movements. And we should still

perceive this to have been its destination, even

though, by accident or decay, it had lost the

power of' command which at the first belonged to

it. We should not misunderstand the purpose of

its maker, although, in virtue of some deteriora

tion or derangement which the machinery had

undergone, that purpose were now frustrated.

And we could discern the purpose in the very

make and constitution of' the mechanism. We
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