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basest appetites: but likewise as being superior;

as from its very nature manifestly claiming superi

ority over all others: insomuch that you cannot

form a notion of this faculty conscience, without

taking in judgment, direction, and superintendency.

This is a constituent part of the, idea, that is, of the

faculty itself: and to preside and govern, from the

very economy and constitution of man, belongs to

it. Had it strength, as it has right; had it power,

as it has manifest authority; it would absolutely

govern the world." "This faculty was placed

within us to be our proper governor; to direct and

regulate all under principles, passions, and motives

of action. This is its right and office. Thus sa

cred is its authority. Arid, how often. soever men

violate and rebelliously refuse to submit to it, for

supposed interest which they cannot otherwise ob

tain, or for the sake of passion which they cannot

otherwise gratify; this makes no alteration as to

the natural right and of/ice of conscience."

9. Now it is in these phenomena of conscience

that Nature offers to us, fr her strongest argu

ment, for the moral character of God. Had He

been an unrighteous Being himself, would He

have given to this the obviously superior faculty

in. man, so distinct and authoritative a voice on

the side of righteousness? Would He have so

constructed the creatures of our species, as to

have planted in every breast a reclaiming witness

against Himself? Would He have thus inscribed
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