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THE SUPREMACY OF CONSCIENCE. g7

by the occasional outbreakings of iniquity and
violence which take place in society. This public
opinion may, in those seasons of misrule when
might prevails over right, be deforced from the
practical ascendancy which it ought to have; but
the very sentiment that it so ought, is our reason
for believing the world to have been originally
formed, in order that virtue might have the rule
over it. In like manner, when, in the bosom of
every individual man, we can discern a conscience,
placed there with the obvious design of being a
guide and a commander, it were difficult not to
believe, that, whatever the partial outrages may be
which the cause of virtue has to sustain, it has the
public mind of the universe in its favour; and
that therefore He, who is the Maker and the Ruler
of such a universe, is a God of righteousness.
Amid all the subsequent obscurations and errors,
the original design, both of a deranged watch and
of a deranged human nature, is alike manifest ;
first, of the maker of the watch, that its motions
should harmonize with time ; second, of the Maker
of man, that his movements should harmonize with
truth and righteousness. We can, in most cases,
discern between an aberration and an original law ;
between a direct or primitive tendency and the
effect of a disturbing force, by which that ten-
dency is thwarted and overborne. And so of the
constitution of man. It may be now a loosened
and disproportioned thing, yet we can trace the
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