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88 THE SUPREMACY OF CONSCIENCE.

original structure—even as from the fragments of
a ruin, we can obtain the perfect model of a build-
ing from its capital to its base. It is thus that,
however prostrate conscience may have fallen, we
can still discern its place of native and original
pre-eminence, as being at once the legislator and
the judge in the moral system, though the execu-
tive forces. of the. system have made insurrection
against. it, and thrown the whole into anarchy.
There is a depth of mystery in every thing con-
nected with the existence or the origin of evil in
creation ; yet, even in the fiercest uproar of our
stormy passions, Conscience, though in her softest
whispers, gives to the supremacy of rectitude the
voice of an undying testimony ; and her light still
shining in a dark place, her unquelled accents still
heard in the loudest. outcry of Nature’s rebellious
appetites, form the strongest argument within
reach of the human faculties, that, in spite of all
partial or temporary derangements, Supreme Power
and Supreme Goodness are at one. It is true that
rebellious man hath, with daring footstep, trampled
on the lessons of Conscience; but why, in spite
of man’s perversity, is Conscience, on the other
hand, able to lift a voice so piercing and so power-
ful, by which to remonstrate against the wrong,
and to reclaim the honours that are due to her?
How comes it that, in the mutiny and uproar of
the inferior faculties, that faculty in man, which
wears the stamp and impress of the Highest, should
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