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mystic theology of innate ideas. Yet the theology

of conscience disclaims such mysticism, built, as it

is, on a foundation of sure and sound reasoning ;

for the strength of an argumentation in nowise
depends upon the length of it. The sense of a
governing principle within, begets in all men the
sentiment of a living Governor without and above
them, and it does so with all the speed of an

instantaneous feeling ; yet it is not an impression,

it is an inference notwithstanding—and as much

so as any inference from that which is seen, to

that which is unseen. There is, in the first in-

stance, cognizance taken of a fact—if not by the

outward eye, yet as good, by the eye of conscious-

ness, which has been termed the faculty of internal

observation. And the consequent belief of a Godg.
instead of being an instinctive sense of the Divinity,

is the fruit of an inference grounded on that fact.

There is instant transition made, from the sense of
a monitor within to the faith of a living Sovereign

above ; and this argument, described by all, but

with such speed as almost to warrant the expres-

sion of its being felt by all, may be regarded, not-

withstanding the force and fertility of other con-

siderations, as the great prop of natural religion

among men.

11. And we mistake, if we think it was ever
otherwise, even in the ages of darkest and most
licentious paganism. This theology of conscience
has often been greatly obscured, but never, in any
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