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92 THE SUPREMACY OF CONSCIENCE.

country or at any period in the history of the
world, has it been wholly obliterated. We behold
the vestiges of it in the simple theology of the
desert; and, perhaps, more distinctly there, than
in the complex superstitions of an artificial and
civilized heathenism. In confirmation of this, we
might quote the invocations to the Great Spirit
from the wilds of North America. But, indeed,
in every quarter of the globe, where missionaries
have held converse with savages, even with the
rudest of Nature’s children—when speaking on
the topics of sin and judgment, they did not speak
to them in vocables unknown. And as this sense
of a universal law and a Supreme Lawgiver never
waned into total extinction among the tribes of
ferocious and, untamed wanderers—so neither was
it altogether stifled by the refined and intricate
polytheism of more enlightened nations. The
whole of classic authorship teems with allusions to
a Supreme Governor and Judge: and when the
guilty Emperors of Rome were tempest-driven by
remorse and fear, it was not that they trembled
before a spectre of their own imagination. When
terror mixed, which it often did, with the rage
and cruelty of Nero, it was the theology of con-
science which haunted him. It was not the sug-
gestion of a capricious fancy which gave him the
disturbance—but a voice issuing from the deep
recesses of a moral nature, as stable and uniform
throughout the species as is the material structure
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