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of humanity ; and in the lineaments of which we
may read that there is a moral regimen among
men, and therefore a moral Governor who hath
instituted, and who presides over it. Therefore it
was, that these imperial despots, the worst and
haughtiest of recorded monarchs, stood aghast at
the spectacle of their own worthlessness. It is
true, there is a wretchedness which naturally and
essentially belongs to a state of .great moral un-
hingement ; and this may account for their dis-
comforts, but it will not account for their fears.
They may, because of this, have felt their torments
of a present misery. But whence their fears of a
coming vengeance ? They would mot have trem-
bled at mature’s law, apart from the thought of
nature’s Lawgiver. The imagination of an un-
sanctioned law would no more have given disquie-
tude, than the imagination of a vacant throne.
But the law, to their guilty apprehensions, bespoke
a judge. The throne of heaven, to their troubled
eye, was filled by a living monarch. Righteous-
ness, it was felt, would not have beéen so enthroned
in the moral system of man, had it not been pre-
viously enthroned in the system of the universe ;
nor would it have held such place and pre-emi-
nence in the judgment of all spirits, had not the
Father of spirits been 1its friend and ultimate
avenger. This is not a local or geographical
notion. It is a universal feeling—to be found
wherever men are found, bechuse interwoven with
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