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THE SUPREMACY OF CONSCIENCE. 101

the controversialists are regarding it with unequal
degrees of knowledge; or, each, through the
medium of his own partialities. The consciences
of all would come forth with the same moral de-
cision, were all equally enlightened in the circum-
stances, or in the essential relations and conse-
quences of the deed in question; and, what is
just as essential to this uniformity of judgment,
were all viewing it fairly as well as fully. It
matters not, whether it be ignorantly or wilfully,
that each is looking to this deed, but in the one
aspect, or in the one relation, that is favourable to
his own peculiar sentiment. In either case, the
diversity of judgment on the moral qualities of
the same action, is just as little to be wondered at
as a similar diversity on the material qualities of
the same object—should any of the spectators
labour under an involuntary defect of vision, or
voluntarily persist either in shutting or in averting
his eyes. It is thus that a quarrel has well been
termed a misunderstanding, in which each of the
combatants may consider, and often honestly con-
sider, himself to be in the right; and that, on
reading the hostile memorials of two parties in a
litigation, we can perceive no difference in their
-moral principles, but only in their historical state-
ments ; and that, in the public manifestoes of na-
tions when entering upon war, we can discover no
trace of a contrariety of conflict in their ethical
systems, but only in their differently put or differ-
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