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to the contemplation of eithier, either would call

evil good, or good evil. When theft was publicly

honoured and rewarded in Sparta, it was not be

cause theft in itself was reckoned a good thing;

but because patriotism, and dexterity, and those

services by which the interests of patriotism might

be supported, were reckoned to be good things.

When the natives of Hindostan assemble with de

light around the agonies of a human sacrifice, it

is not because they hold it good to rejoice in a

spectacle of pain; but because they hold it good

to rejoice in a spectacle of heroic devotion to the

memory of the dead. When parents are exposed

or children are destroyed, it is not because it is

deemed to be right that there should be the inflic

tion of misery for its own sake; but because it is

deemed to be right that the wretchedness of old

age should be curtailed, or that the world should

be saved from the miseries of an over-crowded

species. In a word, in the very worst of these

anomalies, some form of good may be detected,

which has led to their establishment; and still,

some universal and undoubted principle of mo

rality, however perverted or misapplied, can be

alleged in vindication of them. A people may be

deluded by their ignorance; or misguided by their

superstition; or, not only hurried into wrong

deeds, but even fostered into wrong sentiments,

under the influences of that cupidity or revenge,

which are so perpetually operating in the warfare
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