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of culture and enlargement, are gradually assimi-
lating and approximating. It holds far more
emphatically true, that, in spite of the diversity of
moral judgments, which are vastly less wide and
numerous than the former, there is a fixed stand-
ard of morals, rallying around itself all consciences,
to the greater principles of which, a full and una-
nimous homage is rendered from every quarter
of the globe ; and even to the lesser principles
and modifications of which, there is a growing and
gathering consent, with every onward step in the
progress of light and civilization. In proportion
as the understandings of men become more en-
lightened, do their consciences become more ac-
cordant with each other. Even now there is not
a single people on the face of the earth, among
whom barbarity and licentiousness and fraud are
deified as virtues,—where it does not require the
utmost strength, whether of superstition or of
patriotism in its most selfish and contracted form,
to uphold the delusion. Apart from these local
and, we venture to hope, these temporary excep-
tions, the same moralities are recognised and hon-
oured ; and, however prevalent in practice, in
sentiment at least, the same vices are disowned
and execrated all the world over. In proportion
as superstition is dissipated, and prejudice is gra-
dually weakened by the larger intercourse of na-
tions, these moral peculiarities do evidently wear
away ; till at length, if we may judge from the
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