
108 THE SUPREMACY OF CONSCIENCE.

was not because of its infringement on the rights

of property, but notwithstanding of that infringe

ment, and only because a local patriotism made

head against the universal principle, and prevailed

over it. Apart from such disturbing forces as

these, it will be found that the sentiments of men

gravitate towards one and the same standard all

over the globe; and that, when once the obscura

tions of superstition and selfishness are dissipated,

there will be found the same moral light in every

mind, a recognition of the same moral law, as the

immutable and eternal code of righteousness for

all countries and all ages. The following is the

noble testimony of a heathen, who tells us with

equal eloquence and truth, that, even amid all the

perversities of a vitiated and endlessly diversified

creed, Conscience sat mistress over the whole earth,

and asserted the supremacy of her own unalterable

obligations. "Est quidem vera lex, recta ratio,

natura congruens, diffusa in omnes, constans,

seinpiterna, qu vocet ad officium jubendo, vetan

do a fraude deterreat; qua tarnen ieque probos
frustra jubet aut vetat, nec improbos jubendo aut

vetando movet. Huic legi nec obrogari fis est,

neque derogari ex bac aliquid licet, neque tota

abrogari potest. Nec vero, aut per setiatum aut

per populum solvi hac lege possumus. Neque est

q'iarendus explanator aut interpres ejtis alius.

Nec erit alia lex Roma, alia Athenis, alia nine,

aba posthac; secl et omnes gentes, et omni tern'
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