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180 PLEASURE OF VIRTUOUS, AND

and contact of the latter, there is generally, or
very often at least, a sensation of bitterness. Let
them agree as they may in the undoubted fact of
a gratification in the attainment of their respective
ends, the affections themselves may be long in ex-
istence and operation before their ends are arrived
at; and then it is, we affirm, that if compared,
there will be found a wide distinction and dissimi-
larity between them. The very feeling of kindness
is pleasant to the heart; and the very feeling of
anger is a painful and corrosive one. The latter,
we know, is often said to be a mixed feeling—
because of both the pleasure and the pain which
are said to enter into it. But it will be found that
the pleasure, in this case, lies in the prospect of
full and final gratification; and very often in a
sort of current or partial gratification which one
may experience beforehand, in the mere vent or
utterance by words, of the labouring violence that
is within—seeing that words of bitterness, when
discharged on the object of our wrath, are some-
times the only, and even the most effective, exe-
cutioners of all the vengeance that we meditate ;
besides that, by their means, we may enlist in our
favour the grateful sympathy of other men—thus
obtaining a solace to ourselves, and aggravating
the punishment of the offender, by exciting against
him, in addition to our own hostility, the hostile
indignation of his fellows. And thus too is if,
that, in the case of anger, there may not only be a



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/Bridgewater-Treatises/index.html


