
MISERY OF VICIOUS AFFECTIONS. it

completed gratification at the last, by the infliction

of a full and satisfactory chastisement but a gra.

tification, as it were by instalments, with every

likely purpose of retaliation that we may form in

our bosoms, and every sentence of keen and re

proachful eloquence that may fall from our lips.

And so anger has been affirmed to be a mixed

emotion, from confounding the pleasure that lies

in the gratification of the emotion, with the plea

sure that is supposed to lie in the feeling of the

emotion. But the truth is, that, apart from the

gratification, the emotion is an exceedingly painful

one--insomuch that the gratification mainly lies

in the removal of a pain, or in the being rid of a

felt uneasiness. Compassion may in the same way

be termed a mixed feeling. But on close attention

to these two affections and comparison between

them it will be found, that all the pleasure of

anger lies in its gratification, and all the pain of it

in the feeling itself-whereas all the pain of com

passion lies in the disappointment of its gratifica

tion, while in the feeling itself there is nought but

pleasure. Let the respective gratifkations of these

two affections-.the one, by the fulfilled retaliation

of a wrong; the other, by the fulfilled relief of a

suffering-let these gratiflcations be put out of

notice altogether, that we might but attend to the

yet ungratified feelings themselves; and we can

not imagine a greater difference of state between

two minds, than that of one which luxuriates in
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