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appointment. We shall be at no loss to determine
on which side the advantage lies, if we have either
felt or witnessed benevolence in tears, because of
the misery which it cannot alleviate; and rage,
in the agonies of its defeated impotence, because
of the haughty or successful defiance of an enemy,
whom with vain hostility it has tried to assail, but
cannot reach. We have the example of a good
affection under disappointment, in the case of vir-
tuous grief or virtuous indignation; and of a bad
affection under disappointment, in the case of envy,
when, in spite of every attempt to calumniate or
depress its object, he shines forth to universal ac-
knowledgment and applause, in all the lustre of
his vindicated superiority. It marks how distinct
these two sets of feelings are from each other, that
with the former, even under the pain of disappoint-
ment, there is a something in the very taste and
quality of the feelings themselves, which acts as an
emollient or a charm, and mitigates the painfulness
—while, with the latter, there is nought to miti-
gate, but every thing to exasperate, and more
fiercely to agonize. The malignant feelings are
no sooner turned inwardly, by the arrest of a dis-
appointment from without, than they eat inwardly ;
and, when foiled in the discharge of their purposed
violence upon others, they recoil—and, without
one soothing ingredient to calm the labouring
offervescence, they kindle a hell in'the heart of the
unhappy owner. Internally, there is a celestial
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