http://lwww.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/Bridgewater-Treatises/index.html

MISERY OF VICIOUS AFFECTIONS. 137

stifled by the first gratification, it remains in greater
freshness than ever for higher and larger gratifica-
tions than before. It is the perennial quality of
their gratification, which stamps that superiority
on the good affections we are now contending for.
Benevolence both perpetuates itself upon its old
objects, and expands itself into a wider circle as it
meets with new ones. Not so with revenge, which
generally disposes of the old object by one gratifi-
cation; and then must transfer itself to a new ob-
ject, ere it can meet with another gratification.
Let us grant that each affection has its peculiar
walk of enjoyment. The history of the one walk
presents us with a series of accumulations ; the
history of the other with a series of extinctions.
12. But in dwelling on this beautiful .pecu-
liarity, by which a good affection is distinguished
from a bad one, we are in danger of weakening
our immediate argument. We bring forward the
matter a great deal too favourably for the malig-
nant desires of the human heart, if, while reason-
ing on the supposition of an enjoyment, however
transitory in their gratification, we give any.room
for the imagination that even this is unmixed
enjoyment. We have already stated, that, of
themselves, and anterior to their gratification,
there is a painfulness in these desires; andthat,
when by their gratification we get quit of this
pai’nf'ulness, we might after all obtain little more
than a relief from misery. But the truth is, that,
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