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generally speaking, we obtain a great deal less
on the side of happiness than this; for, in most
cases, all that we obtain by the gratification of a
malignant passion, is but the exchange of one
misery for another; and this apart still from the
remorse of an evil perpetration, There is one
familiar instance of it, which often occurs in con.
versation—when, piqued by something offensive
in the remark or manner of our fellow, we react
with a severity which humbles and overwhelms
him. In this case, the pain of the resentment is
succeeded by the pain we feel in the spectacle of
that distress which ourselves have created ; and
this, too, aggravated perhaps by the reprobation
of all the by-standers—affording thereby a minia-
ture example of the painful alternations which are
constantly taking place in the history of moral
evil ; when the misery of wrong affections is but
replaced, to the perpetrator himself, by the misery
of the wrong actions to which they have hurried
him. Itis thus that a life of frequent gratifica-
tion may, notwithstanding, be a life of intense
wretchedness. It may help our imagination of
such a state, to conceive of one, subject every
hour to the agonies of hunger, with such a mal-
conformation at the same time in his organ of
taste, that in food of every description he felt a
bitter and universal nausea. There were here a
constant gratiﬁcation, yet a constant and severe
endurance—a mere alternation of cruel sufferings
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