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.-the displacement of one set of agonies, by the

substitution of other agonies in their room. This

is seldom, perhaps never realized in the physical

world; but in the moral world it is a great and

general phenomenon. The example shows at

least the possibility of a constitution, under which

a series of incessant gratifications may be nothing

better than a restless succession of distress and

disquietude; and that such should be the consti

tiori of our moral nature as to make a life of

vice a life of vanity and cruel vexation, is strong

experimental evidence of Him who ordained this

constitution, that He hateth iniquity, that He loveth

righteousness.

13. But the peculiarity which we have been

incidently led to notice, is in itself pregnant with

inference also. We should augur hopefully of

the final issues of our moral constitution, as well

as conclude favourably of Him who bath ordained

it-when we find its workings to be such, that,

on the one hand, the feeling of kindness towards

an individual object, not only survives, but is inde

finitely strengthened by the acts of kindness; and,

on the other hand, that not only does an act of

revenge satiate and put an end to the feeling of

revenge, but even, that certain acts of hostility

towards the individual object of our hatred will

make us relent from this hatred, and at length

extinguish it altogether. May we not perceive

in this economy a balance in point of tendency,
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