
MISERY OF VICIOUS AFFECTTONS. 149

last, a lull and final gratification in the attainment

of its object. But the object must be distinct

from the pleasure, which itself is founded on a

prior suitableness between the mind and its object.

When a man is actuated by a virtuous desire, it

is the virtue itself that he is seeking, and not the

gratification that is in it. His single object is to

be or to do rightly-though, the more intent he is

upon this object, the greater will, the greater

must be his satisfaction if he succeed in it. Ne

vertheless, it is not the satisfaction which he is

seeking; it is the object which yields the satisf'ac.

tion-the object too for its own sake, and not for

the sake of' its accompanying or its resulting en

joyment. Nay, the more strongly, and therefore

the more exclusively set upon virtue for its own

sake-the less will he think of' its enjoyment, and

yet the greater will his actual enjoyment be. In

other words, virtue, the more disinterested it is, is

the more prolific of happiness to him who follows

it; and then it is, that, when freest of all from

the taints of mercenary selfishness, it yields to its

votary the most perfect and supreme enjoyment.

Such is the constitution of our nature, that virtue

loses not its disinterested character, and yet man

loses not his reward; and the author of this con

stitution, He who hath ordained all its laws and

its consequences, has given signal proof of His

own supreme regard for virtue, and therefore of

the supreme virtue of His own character, in that
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