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conflict with the incumbent generosity; or the

suggestions of voluptuousness, when they come

into conflict with the incumbent self-denial; or

the suggestions of anger, when they come into

conflict with the incumbent act of magnanimity

and forbearance-will at length obtain, not a re

spite only, but a final deliverance from their in

trusion. Conscience, the longer it has made way

over the obstacles of selfishness and passion-the

less will it give way to these adverse forces, them

selves weakened by the repeated defeats which

they have sustained in the warfare of moral disci

pline: Or, in other words, the oftener that con

science makes good the supremacy which she

claims-the greater would be the work of vio

lence, and less the strength for its accomplishment,

to cast her down from that station of practical

guidance and command which of right belongs to

her. It is just because, in virtue of the law of

suggestion, those trains of thought and feeling,

which connect her first biddings with their final

execution, are the less exposed at every new in

stance to be disturbed, and the more likely to be

repeated over again, that every good principle is

more strengthened by its exercise, and every good

affection is more strengthened by its indulgence

than before. The acts of virtue ripen into habits;

and the goodly and permanent result is, the forma

tion or establishment of a virtuous character.

9. This then forms the subject of our third gene-
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