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POWER AND OPERATION OF HABIT. 163

arguments within compass of the light of nature,
for the immortality of the soul. In the system of
the world we behold so many adaptations, not only
between the faculties of sentient beings, and their
counterpart objects in external nature, but be.
tween every historical progression in nature, and
a fulfilment of corresponding interest or magnitude
which it ultimately lands in—that we cannot be-
lieve of man’s moral history, as if it terminated in
death., More especially when we think of the
virtuous character, how laboriously it is reared, and
how slowly it advances to perfection ; but, at
length, how indefinite its capabilities of power and
of enjoyment are, after this education of habits
has been completed—it seems like the breach of
a great and general analogy, if man is to be sud-
denly arrested on his way to the magnificent result,
for which it might well be deemed that the whole
of his life was but a preparation; having just
reached the full capacity of an enjoyment, of
which he had only been permitted, in this eva-
nescent scene, a few brief and passing foretastes.
It were like the infliction of a violence on the
continuity of things, of which we behold no simi-
lar example, if a being so gifted were thus left to
perish in the full maturity of his powers and moral
acquisitions. The very eminence that he has won,
we naturally look upon as the guarantee and the
precursor of some great enlargement beyond it—
warranting the hope, therefore, that Death but
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