
ITO ADAPTATION OF EXTERNAL NATURE TO

terial creation, sights of infinitely varied loveliness,

and sounds of as varied melody, and many thou

sand tastes and odours of exquisite gratification,

and distinctions innumerable of touch and feeling,

to meet the whole compass and diversity of the

human senses-multiplying without end, both the

notice that we receive from external things, and

the enjoyments that we derive from them. And

as little in the moral department of our nature, is

any of its faculties, and more especially the great

and master faculty of all, left to languish from the

want of occupation. The whole of life, in fact,

is crowded with opportunities fbi its employment

-or, rather, instead of being represented as the

subject of so many distinct and ever-recurring calls,

conscience may well be represented as the constant

guide and guardian of human life; and, for the

right discharge of this its high office, as being kept

on the alert perpetually. The creature on whom

conscience hath laid the obligation of refraining

from all mischief, and rendering to society all

possible good, lives under a responsibility which

never for a single moment is suspended. He may

be said to possess a continuity of moral being;

and morality, whether of a good or evil hue, tinges

the whole current of his history. It is a thing of

constancy as well as a thing of frequency; for,

even when not carried forth into action, it is not

dormant, but possesses the mind in the form of a

cherished purpose or cherished principle, or, as
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