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176 ADAPTATION OF EXTERNAL NATURE TO

evidence, may be informed throughout with evi-
dence, notwithstanding ; and that, because each
of them speaks to the consciousness of his readers,_,
unlocking a treasury of latent recollections, which
no sooner start again into being, than they become
witnesses for the sagacity and admirable sense of
him with whom all this luminous and satisfying
converse is held. Itis like the holding up of a
mirror, or the response of an echo to a voice.
What the author discovers, the reader promptly
and presently discerns. The one utters new
things ; but that light of immediate manifestation
in which the other beholds them, is struck out of
old materials which himself too had long since
appropriated, but laid up in a dormitory, where
they might have slumbered for ever, had it not
been for that voice which charmed them anew
into life and consciousness. This is the only way
in which the instant recognition of truths before
unheard of and unknown can possibly be ex-
plained. It is because their evidence lies enve-
loped in the reminiscences of other days, which
had long passed into oblivion ; but are again pre-
sented to the notice of the mind by the power of
association.

5. This is properly a case of intellectual rather
than of moral adaptation; and is only now ad-
verted to for the purpose of illustration. For a
decayed conscience is susceptible of like resusci-
tation with a decayed memory. In treating of the
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