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foundly insensible, is at length beheld in the light

of other minds, it is then that the scales are made

to fall from the eyes of the offender; and he, as if

suddenly awoke from lethargy, stands aghast be

fore the spectacle of his own worthlessness. It is

not the shame of detection, nor the fear of its

consequences, which forms the whole of this dis

tress. These may aggravate the suffering, but

they do not altogether compose it; for often, be

sides, is there a resurrection of the moral sensibili

ties within the bosom of the unhappy criminal, as

if relumed at the touch of sympathy, with the

pronounced judgments and feelings of other men.

When their unperverted and unwarped conscien

ces, because free from the delusions which encom

pass his own, give forth a righteous sentence, they

enlist his conscience upon their side, which then

reasserts its power, and again speaks to him in a

voice of thunder. When that continuous train

between the first excitement of some guilty pas
sion, and its final gratification, from which the

suggestions of the moral faculty had been so care.

fully excluded, is thus arrested and broken-then

does conscience, as if emancipated from a spell, at

times recover from the infatuation which held it ;

and utter reproaches of its own, more terrible to

the sinner's heart than all the execrations of gene

rat society. And whatever shall forcibly terminate

the guilty indulgence, may, by interrupting the

accustomed series of thoughts and purposes and
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