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184 ADAPTATION OF EXTERNAL NATURE TO

it of unbounded confidence on the other—inso-
much, that each man, reposing with conscious
safety on the uprightness and attachment of his
fellow, and withal rejoicing as much in the pros-
perity of an acquaintance as he should in his own,
there would come to be no place for the harass-
ments and the heartburnings of mutual suspicion,
or resentment, or envy;—who does not see, in the
state of a society thus constituted and thus harmo-
nized, the palpable evidence of a nature so framed,
that the happiness of the world and the righteous-
ness of the world kept pace the one with the other?
And it is all-important to remark of this happiness,
that, in respect both to quality and amount, it
mainly consists of moral elements; so that while
every giver who feels as he ought, experiences a
delight in the exercise of generosity which rewards
him a hundred-fold for all its sacrifices—every
receiver who feels as he ought, rejoices infinitely
more in the sense of the benefactor’s kindness,
than in the physical gratification or fruit of the
benefactor’s liberality. It is saying much for the
virtuousness of Him who hath so moulded and so
organized the spirit of man, that, apart from sense
and from all its satisfactions, but from the ethereal
play of the good affections alone, the highest feli-
city of our nature should be generated; that,
simply by the interchange of cordiality between
man and man, and one benevolent emotion re-
echoing to another, there should be yielded to
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