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society ; but destined, we hope, to receive its

entire and beautiful accomplishment, when virtue

shall have become universal. It is well known

that certain collateral but very serious mischiefs

attend the exercise of a profuse and capricious

and indiscriminate charity; that it may, in fact,

augment and aggravate the indigence which it tries

to relieve, beside working a moral deterioration

among the humbler classes, by ministering to the

reckless improvidence of the dissipated and the

idle; an operation alike injurious to the physical

comfort of the one party, and to the moral comfort

of the other. These effects are inevitable, so long

as the indiscriminate benevolence of the rich

meets with an indefinite selfishness and rapacity

on the part of the poor. But this evil will be

mitigated and at length done away, with the

growth of principle among mankind; and more

especially, when, instead of being confined to one

of these classes, it is partitioned among both.

Let the wealthy be as generous as they ought in

their doings, and the poor be as moderate as they

ought in their expectations and desires; and then

will that problem, which has so baffled the politi

cians and economists of England, find its own

spontaneous, while, at the same time, its best ad

justrnent. Let an exuberant yet well-directed

liberality on the one side come into encounter,

instead of a sordid and insatiable appetency, with

the recoil of delicacy and self-respect upon the
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