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other, and the noble independence of men who
will work with their own hands rather than be
burdensome ; and then will the benefactions of
the wealthy, and the wants of the indigent, not
only meet but overpass. The willingness of the
one party to give, will exceed the willingness of
the other to receive; and an evil which threatens
to remd society asunder, and which law in her
attempts to remedy has only exasperated, will at
length give way before the omnipotence of moral
causes. This, as being one of many specimens,
tells most significantly that man was made for vir-
tue, or that this was the purpose of God in mak-
ing him—when we find, that through no other
medium than the morality of the people, can the
sorest distempers of society be healed. The im-
potence of human wisdom, and of every political
expedient which this wisdom can devise for the
wellbeing of a state, when virtue languishes among
the people, is one of the strongest proofs which
experience affords, that virtue was the design of
our creation. And we know not how more em-
phatic demonstration can be given of a virtuous
Deity, than when we find society to have been so
constructed by His hands, that virtue forms the
great alternative on which the secure or lasting
prosperity of a commonwealth is hinged—so that
for any aggregate of human beings to be right phy-
sically and right economically, it is the indispens-
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