http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/Bridgewater-Treatises/index.html

194 ADAPTATION OF EXTERNAL NATURE TO

mind among the hundreds of any given neigh-
bourhood—if zealously and wisely directed to the
object of moral and economical improvement.
Let that most prolific of all philanthropy then be
fully and fairly set on foot, which operates, by
means of education, on the early germs of charac-
ter; and we shall have the most effective of all
agency engaged, for the production of the likeliest
of all results. The law of habit, when looked to
in the manageable ductility of its outset, presents
a mighty opening for the production of a new era
in the moral history of mankind ; and the same
law of habit, when looked to in the maturity of its
fixed and final establishment, encourages the ex-
pectation of a permanent as well as universal reign
of virtue in the world.

14. Even in the yet chaotic and rudimental
state of the world, we can observe the powers and
the likelihoods of such a consummation; and what
gives an overbearing superiority to the chances on
the 'side of virtue is, that parents, although the
most sunken in depravity themselves, welcome
the proposals, and receive with gratitude the ser-
vices, of Christian or moral philanthropy in behalf
of their families. However hopeless then of refor-
mation among those whose vicious habits have be-
come inveterate, it is well that there should be so
wide and unobstructed an access to those among
whom the habits have yet to be formed. It is this
which places education on such firm vantage-
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