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196 ADAPTATION OF EXTERNAL NATURE, ETC.

the reason why, in the natural world, the trees of
a forest, instead of starting all at once into the
full efflorescence and stateliness of their manhood,
have to make their slow and laborious advance-
ment to maturity, cradled in storms, and alter-
nately drooping or expanding with the vicissitudes
of the seasons. But, though unable to scan all
the cycles either of the moral or natural economy,
yet may we recognise such influences at work, as,
when multiplied and developed to the uttermost,
are abundantly capable of regenerating the world.
One of the likeliest of these influences is the
power of education—to the perfecting of which
so many minds are earnestly directed at this mo-
ment ; and for the general acceptance of which in
society, we have a guarantee, in the strongest
affections and fondest wishes of the fathers and
mothers of families.
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