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200 ADAPTATIONS OF EXTERNAL NATURE TO

law.* But whether the one or the other, they
exhibit phases of humanity distinct from any that
we have yet been employed in contemplating; a
number of special affections, each characterised by
its own name, and pointing to its own separate
object, yet all of them performing an important
subsidiary part, for the moral good both of the
individual and of the species; and presenting us,
therefore, with the materials of additional evidence
for a moral and beneficent design in the formation
of our race.

3. When we look to the beauty which over-
spreads the face of nature, and the exquisite gra-
tification which it ministers to the senses of man—
we cannot doubt either the taste for beauty which
resides in the primeval Mind that emanated all this
gracefulness, or the benevolence that endowed man
with a kindred taste, and so fitted him for a kin-
dred enjoyment. This conclusion, however, like
any moral conclusion we have yet come to re-
specting the perfections or the purposes of God,
is founded on generalities—on the general amount
of beauty in the world, and the delight wherewith

* And besides this, would it not bespeak a more comprehen-
sive wisdom on the part of a human artificer, that by means of
one device, or by the application of one principle, he effected not
a few, but many distinct and beneficial purposes; and does it
not in like manner enhance the exhibition of divine skill in the
workmanship of nature, when a single law is found to subserve
a vast and manifold variety of important uses?
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