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men behold and admire it. Yet, beside this, we

may draw a corroborate evidence for the same,

from the machinery of certain special contrivances

-as the construction of the calyx in plants, for

the defence of the tender blossom previous to its

expansion; and the apparatus for scattering seeds,

whereby the earth is more fully invested with its

mantle of rich and varied garniture. And not

withstanding the blight which has so obviously

passed over the moral world, and defaced many of

its original lineaments, while it has left the mate

rialism of creation, the loveliness of its scenes and

landscapes, in a great measure untouched-still

we possess very much the same materials for a

Natural Theology, in reasoning on the element of

virtue, as in reasoning on the element of beauty.

We have first those generalities of argument which

are already expounded by us at sufficient length;

and we have also the evidence, now to be unfolded,

of certain special provisions for the preservation

and growth of the immortal plant, in the study of

which, we shall observe more of mechanism than

we have yet contemplated; and more, therefore,

of that peculiar argument for design, which lies in

the adaptation of varied means, in the concurrence

of distinct expedients, each helping the other on.

ward to a certain beneficial consummation.

4. But we must here premise an observation

extensively applicable in mental science. When

recognising the obvious subserviency ofsome given
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