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202 ADAPTATIONS OF EXTERNAL NATURE TO

feeling or principle in the mind to a beneficial re-
sult, we are apt to imagine that it was, somehow
or other, in the contemplation of this result, that
the principle was generated ; and that therefore,
instead of a distinct and original part of the hu-
man constitution, it is but a derivative from an
anterior process of thought or calculation on the
part of man, in the act of reflecting on what was
most for the good of himself, or the good of so-
ciety. In this way man is conceived to be in some
measure the creator of his own mental constitu-
tion ; or, at least, there are certain parts of it re-
garded as secondary, and the formation of which
is ascribed to the wisdom of man, which, if re-
garded as instinctive and primary, would have
been directly ascribed to the wisdom of God.
There are many writers, for example, on the
origin and rights of property, who, instead of
admitting what may be termed an instinct of ap-
propriation, would hold the appropriating tend-
ency to be the result of human intelligence, after
experience had of the convenience and benefits of
such an arrangement. Now, on this subject we
may take a lesson from the physical constitution
of man. It is indispensable to the preservation of
our animal system, that food should be received
at certain intervals into the stomach. Yet, not-
withstanding all the strength which is ascribed to
the principle of self-preservation, and all the vene-
ration which is professed by the expounders of our
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