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204 ADAPTATIONS OF EXTERNAL NATURE TO

sort of warning to those, who, enamoured of the
simplifications of theory, would labour to reduce
all our mental phenomena to one or two principles.
There is no warrant for this in the examples which
Anatomy and Physiology, those sciences that have
to do with the animal economy of man, have placed
before our eyes. Now, though we admit not this
as evidence for the actual complexity of man’s
moral economy—it may at least school away those
prepossessions of the fancy or of the taste, that
would lead us to resist or to dislike such evidence
when offered. We hold it not unlikely that the
same Being, who, to supplement the defects of
human prudence, hath furnished us with distinct
corporeal appetites, that might prompt us to ope-
rations of the greatest subservient benefit both to
the individual and the species—might also, to sup-
plement the defects of human wisdom and prin-
ciple, have furnished us with distinct mental affec-
tions or desires, both for our own particular good
and the good of society. If man could not be
left to his own guidance in matters which needed
but the anticipation of a few hours; but to save
him from the decay and the death which must
have otherwise ensued, had so powerful a remem-
brancer and instigator given to him as the appe-
tite of hunger—we ought not to marvel, should it
be found that nature, in endowing him mentally,
hath presumed on his incapacity, either for wisely
devising, or for regularly acting, with a view to
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