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as we would under the menace of an uplifted arm;
and would often make as great a sacrifice to shun
the moral discomfort of another’s wrath, as to
shun the physical infliction which his wrath might
impel him to lay upon us. Itis thus that where
there is no strength for any physical infliction,
still there may be a power of correction that amply
makes up for it, in the rebuke of an indignant eye
or an indignant voice. This goes far to repair
the inequalities of muscular force among men ;
and forms indeed a most important mound of de-
fence against the effervescence and the outbreak-
ings of brute violence in society. It is incalcu-
lable how much we owe to this influence for the
peace and courteousness that obtain in every
neighbourhood. The more patent view of anger
is, that it is an instrument of defence against the
aggressions of violence or injustice ; and by which
they are kept in check, from desolating, as they
otherwise would, the face of society. But it not
only operates as a corrective against the outrages
that are actually made. It has a preventive opera-
tion also; and we are wholly unable to say in
how far the dread of its forth-breaking, serves to
soften and to subdue human intercourse into those
many thousand decencies of mutual forbearance
and complaisance, by which it is gladdened and
adorned. There is a recoil from anger in the
heart of every man when directed against himself;
and many who would disdain to make one sacrifice
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