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a moral force, by which the inequalities of muscu

lar force are repaired; and, while itself a firebrand

and a destroyer, yet, by the very terror of its

ravages, which it diffuses among all, were it to

stalk abroad and at large over the world-does it

contribute to uphold the pacific virtues among

men.

12. When the anger of one individual in a

household is the terror of the rest, then that indi

vidual may become the little despot of the estab

lishment; and thus it is that often the feeblest of

them all in muscular strength may wield a domestic

tyranny by which the stoutest is overpowered.

But when the anger of this one is firtunately met

by the spirit and resolution of another, then, kept

at bay with its own weapon, it is neutralized into

a state of innocence. It is not necessary for the

production of this effect, that the parties ever

should have come to the extremity of an open and

declared violence. If there be only a mutual con

sciousness of each other's energy of passion and of

purpose, then a mutual awe and mutual forbear

ance may be the result of it. And thus it is, that,

by the operation of these reciprocal checks in a

family, the peace and order of it may be securely

upholden. We have witnessed how much a way

ward and outrageous temper has been sweetened,

by the very presence, in the same mansion, of one

who could speak again, and would not succumb

to any unreasonable violence. The violence is
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