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as the latter is of physical adaptation. And in

their adjustment the one to the other, we observe

that sort of exquisite balancing, which, perhaps

more than any thing else, indicates the wisdom

and the hand of a master-as if when, in the exe

cution of some very nice and difficult task, he is

managing between contrary extremes, or is devis

ing in just proportion for contrary interests. We

might better comprehend the design of this strik

ingly peculiar mechanism, by imagining of the

two opposite instincts, that either of them was in

excess, or either of them in defect. Did the con

stitutional modesty prevail to a certain conceivable

extent-it might depopulate the world. Did the

animal propensity preponderate, on the other hand

..-.it might land the world in an anarchy of un

blushing and universal licentiousness-to the en

tire breaking up of our present blissful economy,

by which society is partitioned into separate fami.

lies; and, with the interests of' domestic life to

provide for, and its affections continually to recre

ate the heart in the midst of anxieties and labours,

mankind are kept in a state both of most useful

activity and of greatest enjoyment. We cannot

conceive a more skilful, we had almost said a more

delicate or dexterous adjustment, than the one

actually fixed upon-by which, in the first in..

stance, through an appetency sufficiently strong

the species is upholden; and, in the second in

stance, through the same appentency sufficiently


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/Bridgewater-Treatises/index.html


