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298 AFFECTIONS WHICH CONDUCE TO

monstrate of this universal fondness of mothers,
that, instead of an original instinct, it is but a de-
rived or secondary law of our nature. Were that
analysis as distinct and satisfactory as it is doubt-
ful and obscure, which would resolve all mental
phenomena into the single principle of association
—still the argument would stand. A secondary
law, if not the evidence of a distinct principle, re-
quires at least distinct and peculiar circumstances
for its development; and the right ordering of
these for a beneficial result, is just as decisively
the proof and the characteristic of a plan, as are the
collocations of Anatomy. It might not have been
necessary to endow matter with any new property
for the preparation of a child’s aliment in the
breast of its mother—yet the framework of that
very peculiar apparatus by which the milk is se-
creted, and the suckling’s mouth provided with a
duct of conveyance for the abstraction of it, is, in
the many fitnesses of time and place and compli-
cated arrangement, pregnant with the evidence
of a Designer’s contrivance and a Designer’s care.
And in like manner, though it should be estab-
lished, that the affection of a mother for her young
from the moment of their birth, instead of an inde-
pendent principle in her nature, was the depen-
dent product of remembrances and feelings which
had accumulated during the period of gestation,
and were at length fixed, amidst the agonies of
parturition, into the strongest of all her earthly
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