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AFFECTIONS WHICH CONDUCE TO

2. The other affections which enter into the

composition, or rather, form the cement of a

family, are more obviously of a derivative, and

less obviously of an instinctive character, than is

that strong maternal affinity which meets, so

timely with the extreme helplessness of its objects,

that but for the succour and sympathy of those

whose delight it is to cherish and sustain them,

would perish in the infancy of their being. How

ever questionable the analysis might be, which

would resolve the universal fondness of mothers

for their young into something anterior-the

paterna.l and brotherly and filial affections seem,

on surer grounds, and which are accessible to

observation., not to be original but originated feel

ings. Inquirers, according to their respective

tastes and tendencies, have deviated on both sides

of the evidence-that is, either to an excessive

and hypothetic simplification of nature, or to an

undue multiplication of her first principles. And

certain it is, that when told of the mystic ties

which bind together into a domestic community,

as if by a sort of certain peculiar attraction, all o

the same kindred and the same blood-we are

reminded of those occult qualities, which, in the

physics both of matter and of mind, afforded so

much of' entertainment to the scholastics of a for

mer age. But with the adjustment of this philo

sophy we properly have no concern. It matters

not to our argument whether the result in ques-
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