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238 AFFECTIONS WHICH CONDUCE TO

was stifled in embryo, by the instant revolt of
nature against it. That legislation which, instead
of overbearing, would but seduce nature from her
principles, may subsist for generations—yet not
without such distemper to society, as may at length
amount to utter disorganization. And this is pre-
cisely the mischief which the pauperism of England
hath inflicted on the habits of English families. It
hath, by the most pernicious of all bribery, relaxed
the ties and obligations of mutual relationship—
exonerating parents, on the one hand, from the
care and maintenance of their own offspring; and
tempting children, on the other, to cast off the
parents who gave them birth ; and, instead of an
aslyum gladdened by the associations and sympa-
thies of home, consigning them for the last closing
years of weakness and decrepitude to the dreary
imprisonment of a poor-house. Had the beautiful
arrangements of nature not been disturbed, the
relative affections which she herself has implanted
would have been found strong enough, as in other
countries, to have secured, through the means of
a domestic economy alone, a provision both for
young and old, in far greater unison with both
the comfort and the virtue of families. The cor-
rupt and demoralizing system of England might
well serve as a lesson to philanthropists and states-
men, of the hazard, nay, of the positive and
undoubted mischief, to which the best interests of
humanity are exposed—when they traverse the
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