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in a manner which distinguishes them from all
other things which are not so felt to be its own.
The child was blind to any such distinction before
—its first habit being to arrogate and monopolize
all things ; and the question is, what those circum-
stances are which serve to signalize some things,
to which its feelings of property, now withdrawn
from wide and boundless generality, are exclusively
and specifically directed. It will make conclu-
sively for our argument, if it shall appear that
this sense of property, even in its posterior and
rectified form, is the work of nature, operating on
the hearts of children ; and not the work of man,
devising, in the maturity of his political wisdom,
such a regulated system of things as might be best
for the order and wellbeing of society.

11. This matter then might be illustrated by
the contests of very young children, and by the
manner in which these are-adjusted to the acqui-
escence and satisfaction of them all. We might
gather a lesson even from the quarrel which some-
times arises among them, about a matter so small
as their right to the particular chairs of a room.
If one, for example, have just sat on a chair, though
only for a few minutes, and then left it for a mo-
ment—it will feel itself injured, if, on returning
it shall find the chair in the possession of another
occupier. The brief occupation which it has
already had, gives it the feeling of a right to the
continued occupation of it—insomuch that, when
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