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THE WELLBEING OF SOCIETY. 265

nature as ever, each, now aware of the increased
sensibility, not merely in himself, but in his fellows,
would feel doubly restrained from putting forth
upon . him a hand of violence. So, grant him to
have but a sense of equity—and exactly in pro-
portion as he became tender of himself, would he
become tender of another also. If the now su-
perior exquisiteness of his own frame afforded him
a topic, on which what may be called his selfish-
ness would feel more intensely than before—the
now superior exquisiteness of another’s frame
would, in like manner, afford a topic on which
his sense of justice would feel more intensely than
before. It is even as when men of very acute
sensibilities company together—each has, on that
very account, a more delicate and refined con-
sideration for the feelings of all the rest; and it
is only among men of tougher pellicle and rigid
fibre where coarseness and freedom prevail, be-
cause there coarseness and freedom are not felt to
be offensive. Grant me but a sense of equity—
and the very fineness of my sensations which weds
me so much more to the care and the defence of
my own person, would also, on the imagination of
a similar fineness in a fellow-man, restrain me so
much more from the putting forth of any violence
upon his person. If I had any compassion at all,
or any horror at the injustice of inflicting upon
another that which I should feel to be a cruelty
if inflicted upon myself—I would experience a
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