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266 AFFECTIONS WHICH CONDUCE TO

greater recoil of sympathy from the blow that was
directed to the surface of a recent wound upon
another, precisely as I would feel a severer agony
in a similar infliction upon myself. So, there is
nothing in the quickness of my physical sensibili-
ties, and by which I am rendered more alive to
the care and the guardianship of my own person
—there is nothing in this to blunt, far less to ex-
tinguish my sensibilities for other men. Nay, it
may give a quicker moral delicacy to all the sym-
pathies which I before felt for them. And espe-
cially, the more sensitive I am to the hurts and
the annoyances which others bring upon my own
person, the more scrupulous may I be of being in
any way instrumental to the hurt or the annoyance
of others.

20. The same holds true between man and man,
not merely of the bodies which they wear, but of
the families which belong to them. Each man by
nature hath a strong affection for his own offspring
—the young whom he hath reared, and with whom
the daily habit of converse under the same roof,
hath strengthened all the original affinities that
subsisted between them. But one man a parent
knows that another man, also a parent, is actuated
by the very same appropriate sensibilities towards
his offspring ; and nought remains but to graft on
these separate and special affections in each a
sympathy between one neighbour and another;
that there might be a mutual respect for each
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