
270 AFFECTIONS WHICH CONDUCE TO

neither his morality nor his wisdom would have

enabled him to unravel it. But nature prepared

for man an easier task; and when justice arose to

her work, she found a territory so far already

partitioned, and each proprietor linked by a strong

and separate tie of peculiar force to that part

which lie himself did occupy. She found this to

be the land which one man wont to possess and

cultivate, and that to be the land which another

man wont to possess and cultivate-the destina

tion, not originally of justice, but of accident,

which her office nevertheless is not to reverse, but

to confirm. We hold it a beautiful part of our con

stitution, that, the firmer the tenacity wherewith

the first man adheres to his own, once that justice

takes her place among the other principles of his

nature, the prompter will be his recognition of the

second man's right to his own. If each man sat

more loosely to his own portion, each would have

viewed more loosely the right of his neighbour

to the other portion. The sense of property,

anterior to justice, exists in the hearts of all ; and

the principle of justice, subsequent to property,

does not extirpate these especial affections, but

only arbitrates between them. In proportion to

the felt strength of the proprietary affection, in the

hearts of each, will be the strength of that defer

ence which each, in so far as justice has the mas

tery over him, renders to the rights and the pro

perty of his neighbour. These are the principles
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