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of the Itistoire raisonnée, that has been more or

less exemplified in all the countries of the world;

and which might still be exemplified in the appro

priation of a desert island. If we had not had the

prior and special determinations of nature, justice

would have felt the work of appropriation to be an

inextricable problem. If we had not had justice,

with each man obeying only the impulse of his

own affections and unobservant of the like affec

tions of others, we should have been kept in a state

of constant and interminable war. Under the

guidance of nature and justice together, the whole

earth might have been parcelled out, without

conflict and without interference.

3. If a strong self-interest in one's person may

not only be consistent with, but, by the aid of the

moral sense, may be conducive to a proportionally

strong principle of forbearance from all injury to

the persons of other men-why may not the very

same law be at work in regard to property as to

person? The fondness wherewith one nourishes

and cherishes his own flesh, might, we have seen,

enhance his sympathy and his sense of justice for

that of other men; and so, we affirm, might it be

of the fondness wherewith one nourishes and cher

ishes his own field. The relation in which each

man stands to his own body, was anterior to the

first dawnings of his moral nature; and his in

stinctive sensibilities of pain and suffering, when

any violence is inflicted, were also anterior. But
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