
272 AFFECTIONS WHICH CONDUCE TO

as his moral perceptions expand, and he considers

others beside himself who are similarly related to

their bodies-these very susceptibilities not only

lead him to recoil from the violence that is offered

to himself; but they lead him to refrain from the

offering of violence to other men. They may have

an air of selfishness at the first; yet so far from

being obstacles in the way ofjustice, they are in

dispensable helps to it. And so may each man

stand related to a property as well as to a person;

and by ties that bind him to it, ere he thought of

his neighbour's property at all-by instinctive

affections, which operated previously to a sense of

justice in his bosom; and yet which, so far from

acting as a thwart upon his justice to others, give

additional impulse to all his observations of it.

He feels what had passed within his own bosom,

in reference to the field that he has possessed, and

has laboured, and that has for a time been respected

by society as his; and he is aware of the very

same feeling in the breast of a neighbour in rela

tion to another field; and in very proportion to

the strength of his own feeling, does be defer to

that of his fellow-men. It is at this point that the

sense of justice begins to operate-not for the

purpose of leading him to appropriate his own, for

this he has already done; but for the purpose of

leading him to respect the property of others. It

was not justice which gave to either of them at

the first that feeling of property, which each has
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